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Climate,
Past & Future

“The climate is changing, 
climate has always 
changed & will always 
change.  The question is; 
‘how much, how fast, how 
come?’ ”   D. M. Gates ‘66

Iowa State University Extension
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•

• Counties eligible for federal disaster relief   
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•

(Oct to date)

Extensive Flooding in Northeast IA 

October 2009
Typical of  El Nino

then
Shift to La Niña 

October 2010
to Date 

Opposite of  the 
2007-9 El Niño 
like world
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• The La Niña began 22 July 2010
• The La Niña ended 21 March 2012   

Jan‐Mar  Risk with La Niña 

http://www.esrl.noaa.gov/psd/enso/climaterisks/

Temp                                   Precip.
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El  N i no

El Niño
Roll a “4” ( 1‐in‐12 ) Low Yield
Roll a “2, 6, or 8” High Yield

2, 6, 8

4

168 

La Niña

Rolling a “7” or a “6” is a 
drought.  Corn > $4.00/bu

La  N i ña

Iowa State University Extension

70% Chance of  
Below Trend U.S. 
Corn (Maize) Yield

147 

160

173

144
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•

• Likely to have drought        high yields likely   
http://www.esrl.noaa.gov/psd/enso/mei/
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